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better our special tastes and the mandates of
our health. Fate does not often grant the attain-
ment of this ideal just as it often denies us the
ideal woman as a wife, or a fortune sufficient for
our appetites.

It is the part of the thinking and toiling man to
correct the errors of destiny. He does not always
succeed, but the efforts of his will often afford
him almost as much happiness as his decisive
triumph would obtain. Without joy in effort,
without the various satisfactions which labour
bestows under its eternal form of the struggle for
existence, we should still be in the age of the stone
broken by percussion.

VI. Action is an element and a condition of
happiness. Men should not be told according to
the famous exclamation of Elizabeth Browning,
of that fair day when all shall rest. Nay, the
fairest day will be that when all men will labour
in a rational way, according to their tastes and
to the requirements of their health. The pur-
pose of social progress is only to render labour
obligatory upon the idlers, to lessen its burden
upon the lowly, and to bring more order into
disordered toil. The happiness of individuals
and of the community can only gain by this
result.